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saw farther and more clearly than any one else, and
always expressing his impressions without reticence in
the most trenchant and forcibly graphic language;
capable indeed of seeing either side of a question or
of a character with .singular insight, but quite in-
capable of seeing more than one side at a time.
A mother indolent, slovenly, frivolous, and passion-
ate ; indulgent to her children, not from affection,
hut from indifference or out of opposition to her
husband. The demoralising experience of a strange
disregard of reticence and decency on the part of both
parents, and of constant bickerings and quarrels, which
as time went on became more and more open and
unseemly, until they ended in a complete rupture, and
the mother's place was taken by a stranger, who, what-
ever her merits, was in a position so false that although
she might attempt good she was certain only to do
mischief. Even had Gabriel Honore' de Eiqueti been
born a docile child of gentle temper and with little
original corruption of nature, it would have been
sanguine to augur much good from an education carried
on under such conditions. His younger brother,
"Barrel" Mirabeau, whose childhood caused his father
little anxiety, and who seems to have combined an
amiable disposition with considerable talents, turned
out a dissipated spendthrift. The daughters of the
family, three of whom survived childhood, cannot be
quoted as proving anything for or against the influences
of their home. They were from an early age immured
in a convent. The eldest took the veil and died
insane. The next sister, Madame du Saillant, was
married at sixteen and became the mother of eighteen